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port from others. But the context of this very
letter of Shelley's shows clearly enough that he
meant nothing desperate, na shipwreck of the
heart; for, as the people who could "feel, and under-
stand him," he instances his correspondents, Mr.
and Mrs. Gisborne, saying that his satisfaction
would be complete if only they were of the party ;
although, were his wishes not limited by his
hopes, Hogg would also be included. He
would have liked a little intellectual stimulus
and comradeship. As it was, he was well satisfied
with an intercourse of which "words were not the
instruments."

I like Jane more and more, and I find Williams the most
amiable of companions.

Jane's guitar and her sweet singing were a
new and perpetual delight to him, and she herself
supplied him with just as much suggestion of
an unrealised ideal as was necessary to keep his
imagination alive. She, on her side, understood
him and knew how to manage him perfectly; as
a great man may be understood by a clever woman
who is so far from having an intellectual compre-
hension of him that she is not distressed by the
consciousness of its imperfection or its absence,
but succeeds by dint of delicate social intui-
tion, guided by just so much sense of humour as
saves her from exaggeration, or from blunders;
and who understands her great man on his human